Charl es @unty votersw | | be asked on t he Novenier 5,
2002, General Hectionballot if they want the Guntyto
changeits formof gover nnent t oCode Hone Rul e, one of two
forns of honerul efor counti es permissi bl e under Mryl and
law Thefol | ow ngi nf ornati onprovi des answer st 0 anunier
of frequent!y asked questions (FAQ s) about Gode Hone
Rul e. For more detail s, seethe Formof Gover nnent
Committee report on the County’'s web site
waw char | escounty. or g.

The FAQ's

Q. Wiy di d t he Gount y Gonmii SSi oner s appoi nt a
conmtteetoreviewt hepossibilityof changi ngthe
Qounty’ s f or mof gover nnent, and what was t he
conmttee’ s reconmendati on?

A. The Conmi ssi oners forned the conmttee af ter
recei vinganunter of citizenlegislativeproposalsto
change t he struct ure of gover nnent and encount eri ng
| engt hy del aysi npassageof severd inportant loca bills.
Ater review the Grmitteebel i evedthat purelyl ocal
i ssues shoul dbe deci dedl ocal |y, rather thani nAnapd i s,
whenever possi bl e. The Gormit t ee coul d fi nd noreason
why legislatorsinother counties shoul dhaveavotein
det ermini ng Gharl es Gunty ci ti zens' needs. Local sel f
det erninati on, the @nmitteefel t, woul dbebest achi eved
under Code Hone Rl e.

Q. What woul d Code Hone Rul e al | owt hat t he
present Cormi ssi oner f or mdoes not ?

A.Qde Hone Rul ewoul d al | owa great er nunier of
I ocal | egislativedeci si onstobenade byt he Boar d of
Qount y Gormia ssi oner s r at her t han havi ng t o seek
legislativeapproval of alnost all local lansin
Annapal i s. I naddi ti on, Gde Hone Rl e counti es can
anend or repeal | ansinthe Gunty codethat were
enactedfor it bytheGnera Assently.

Q. Wat ar e sone exanpl es of | aws whi ch coul d be
enacted by | ocal el ectedofficial s under Gde Hone
Rul e whi ch nownust be appr oved i n Annapol i s?

A. Sone exanpl es ar e nui sance abat enent | aws; noi se
restricti ons; bondi ssuesfor schod s, parksandat her essent

tia functions; certainpublicsafetyprovisions; andthe
internal organi zati onof | oca goverment.

Q. Véul d Gode Hone Rul e expedi t e t he enact nent
o locd |avs?

A. Yes. Qubj ect tocertai nnotice, advertising, and
referendarequi renants, bil | scou dbeenactedat anytine
duri ngtheyear rather thanhavingtowai t for t he 90-day
annual Maryl and General Assenbly session. It is
estinat edt hat bet ween30t 040 per cent of bi | | snow
requiringSatel eg slativeapproval cou dbeenacted
locd | yi rsteed

Q. | s Code Hone Rul e t he sane as charter
gover nnent | i ke Pri nce Geor ge’ s and Mbnt goner y
Qunt i es have?

A.No. Wi | eit has nost of t he sane poverstoenact | ocal
legislationthat charter governnents have, thereisno
el ected Gunty Executive or Gunty Gunci | . Thetitle
“@unty Gnmissi oners” i s retai ned and t he Gonmassi on-
ersrenai nthesi ngl egoverni ngbodywthbathl egi sl ati ve
and execut i ve pover s under Gde Hone Ril e. Therei s no
charter docunent drafted or enacted under Gode Hone
Rie

Q.| f Code Hone Rul ei s adopt ed, isthe Gounty
pr ecl uded f r omsubsequent | y becom ng a Chart er
Gount y?

A.No. Thiscanbedoneat anytineinthefutureprovi ded
Satelawfor doingsoisfollowed, andthereisan
afirnativevated thed ectorate.

Q.WI | Code Hone Rul e i ncrease t he anount of
taxes | w |l haveto pay? Gant he Gomm ssi oner s
createnewtaxesif | votefor Gde Hne Rl €?
A.Notobothquestions. Therearenoadditional costs
i mposed by Gode Hone Rul ewhi ch woul d necessi tate
any taxincreases. Soneadditional bill advertisenent,
notificationandpublicationcosts nay occur, but these
wou dbeneg i gi bl ei nthecontext of the@unty’ s budget .
The Commi ssi oner s may not, under Code Hone Rul e,
createnewt axes not speci fical lyauthori zedprior tothe

adopt i on of Gode Hone Rul e w t hout General Assenfol y
goprovd .

Q. Wen woul d Code Honme Rul e t ake ef fect i f
enact edby t hevot er s?

A. @de Hone Rl evoul dt ake ef fect 30 days after the
dedimn

Q.WI | Code Hone Rul e i ncrease t he current
struct ure/ si zeof t hegover nnent ?

A. No. @derbre Rl ew || result inlittleor nochange
inthestructureandcurrent staffi ngaf thegoverment. Ay
changes woul d be done by | ocal enact nent rat her t han
Grera Assenlylegislation

Q. What i s the process for enact nent of | ocal
| egi sl ati onunder Gode Hone RUl €?

A. The Gount y Gonmi ssi oner s nuist est abl i sht he nunber
of annual | egi sl ati vesessi ans, whi chislinntedto45. The
publicisnotifiedoncebillshavebeenintroduced and
heari ngdat es have beenest abl i shed. B 11 s nust be post ed
onanofficial bulletinboardandi ncl udet he nane of the
Gonmi ssi oner (s) whoi ntroduced t hem Ananended bi | |
cannat beenactedbeforeit i sreprintedandreproduced as
anended. Qcepassed, abill or asummary thereof nust be
publ i shedi nal oca nevspaper at | east threetineswthina
4-week period. Lhlessit isanenergencybill, which
requresad/5vaetoenact, abi || beconeseffecti ve45days
after enactnent or later if specifiedinthebill. Al
legislationissubject toreferendumi f petitionedby 10
percent of theregi steredvoters. Thi s process af f ords
citizensageater abilitytotrack, testify, axdnaketheir
vi evs known | ocal | y.

Q. Wat ot her counti es i n Maryl and have Code
Hone Rul e, andwhendi dt hey adopt it?

A.Kent, 1970; Al egany, 1978; Garol i ne, 1984; Queen
Ane' s, 1990; and Ve cester, 1976.

Q. Howwi | | t he Gode Hone Rul e quest i onbe | abel ed
ontheba | ot ?

A.“For Adoption of Code Horme Rul e Status” and
“Agai nst Adopti on of Gode Hne Rl e S at us”



Frequently Asked

Questions about
Code
Home

Strchire of overnment

EFnact newtaxes, license or
franchise fees

Legislative process/procedures—

Rule

A form of home rule

Specified in State law. General
Asgemhbly mav enact legislabion in
Annapolis to make changesin
stuctiore

General Apsembly must specifically

authorize, Mo statutery limitation.

General Assembly authotization
reguired.

Much less specific in law than Code
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Contunissioners determing stroctore

through local enactm et Soounty

Commissioner title retained .

Clo issioters authdrize. Heo
statitory maximum, but General

Assembly may establish a hmit.

General Assembly authorization
reguired. Cannot create new taxes,
license or franchise fees not
authorized at ime County acguires
Code Home Fule statis:

State law requires mastrm numb er

Hame Bule Mo prowizsions covering
legislative davs, emergency bills,

of legislative zessions, public
fniotification feguirements, provisios

publication ofproposed bills,
identification ofsp onsors, stc.

of emergency bills, effective dates,
publications and notices afproposed
bills be fore and atter enactr ent,
identification of bill spotisors, etc.




